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SOUTH CREAKE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of South Creake Parish Council held in the Memorial Pavilion on Monday  

December 7
th

, 2015, at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Councillors, S Libovitz (Chairman), T Allen, R Chantree, S Freakley, C Gardner, L Goodall,  

B Sexton, the Clerk, Sarah Harvey, County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh and six 

parishioners. 

 

1. The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies 

It was agreed to accept apologies for absence from Councillors A Harvey (unwell) and V May 

(unwell).  Councillor S Libovitz, on behalf of the Council, wished both Councillors well. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items 

Councillor L Goodall declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 11a (Planning Matters).   

 

4. Solar Farm, Leicester Square 

Mr Mark King introduced himself as the Site Manager and Health & Safety Chief for the Solar Farm 

being constructed at Leicester Square.  Mr M King explained in general terms the construction process 

and the vehicular movements that could be expected between December and March.  It was noted that 

by the second week in March it was expected that the solar farm would be operational and all work on 

site complete.  Mr M King emphasised that any disruption would be kept to a minimum including any 

mud on roads.  Mr M King advised that Newmarket Lane had been stripped back to the original 

concrete surface which was in very good condition and that the road would be made good by the 

completion of the project.   

Mr L Ringwood enquired as to whether Lightsource were connected with Lark Energy and would 

honour any of their commitments.  Mr M King explained that Lark Energy had withdrawn from the 

project at the planning permission stage at which point Lightsource had stepped in.  Mr M King 

confirmed that they were not connected with Lark Energy.  Mr M King explained that he was not 

employed directly by Lightsource and would need to liaise with them to ascertain what commitments 

had been carried forward.   

Councillor S Libovitz enquired whether Lightsource would commit to the £20,000 donation pledged by 

Lark Energy towards funding the outstanding sum required by the Memorial Pavilion.  Mr M King 

explained that he had been drafted in from another company and was not connected directly with 

Lightsource, so he was not aware whether Lightsource were aware of the commitments made by Lark 

Energy.  Mr M King agreed to make further enquiries and liaise with Lightsource and Mr L Ringwood 

regarding the commitment of a donation by Lark Energy. 

Mr R Wakeman enquired whether the solar panels were reflective and would have an adverse effect on 

training flights.  Mr M King confirmed that the panels only absorbed energy and were not reflective. 

Mr P Hart enquired whether a public open day would be held on completion of the project.  Mr M King 

advised that this was not something they normally undertook due to the nature of the site and the 

number of potential health and safety concerns. 

Mr M King emphasised that if over the course of the construction they were any concerns or questions 

then to contact him directly. 
 

Mr M King left the meeting at 7.50pm. 

 

5. Parishioner’s Participation 

Mr P Hart reported that November had been another successful month for the Memorial Pavilion.  Mr P 

Hart advised that on Saturday 12
th

 December a Craft Fair would be held between 12 – 4pm, with a 

modest entry charge of £1.  It was noted that on Sunday 13
th

 December Santa Claus would be visiting 
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the Memorial Pavilion and that entry was £1 per child to include a present.  Refreshments would be 

available free of charge.  On Wednesday 16
th

 December a Bingo evening would take place, followed by 

the Craft Club on Saturday 19
th

 December. 

County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh reported that the deed of variation had been 

completed and that details had been forwarded to the Clerk.   County/Borough Councillor M Chenery 

of Horsbrugh also confirmed that he had sent a letter of support to Paul Donnachie (Norfolk County 

Council) in conjunction with the Council’s Parish Partnership Scheme bid to obtain funding for a 

SAM2 sign.  It was noted that a copy of the letter would be forwarded to the Clerk.  County/Borough 

Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh advised that the Environment, Development and Transport 

Committee had voted to close the Docking Recycling Centre and that the closure would take effect 

from Friday 1
st
 January, 2016.  It was noted that an enforcement notice had been issued at The Elms, 

The Common. 

 

6. Minutes 

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 2
nd

 November, 2015, 

copies of which had been circulated to members and were available in the Memorial Pavilion, be 

approved and signed by the Chairman.   

 

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes for Information Only 

The Clerk advised that an enquiry had been made in relation to potential nominations for the Mayor’s 

Civic Awards for Voluntary Service and it was noted that individuals as opposed to groups would only 

be considered. 

 

8. Correspondence 

The following correspondence had been received and the contents noted. 

a. Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service, Draft Integrated Risk Management Plan 2016 - 2020  - it was 

noted that the risk management plan was out for consultation until midnight on the 14
th

 January, 

2016.  The consultation could be found at www.norfolk.gov.uk and all views and comments would 

be considered before any options were implemented. 

b. BCKWLN, Parish Precept Setting Information 2016/17 – it was noted that since the introduction 

of the government grant for local Council tax support in 2013/2014, no additional government 

funding had been provided and it was anticipated that the government would continue to reduce the 

Borough Council’s overall funding for 2016/2017.  It was noted an element of the grant was passed 

on to Parish/Town Councils in order to help hold down precepts and to manage the impact of 

changes to the council tax base.  It was noted that the funding to be passed on to Parish/Town 

Councils in 2016/17 was £132,890 of which South Creake Parish Council would receive £465.    

This along with the precept payment would be made during April 2016. 

c. Correspondence received after 2
nd

 December, 2015; 

- Norfolk Age UK - a request was received from Norfolk Age UK for a donation to assist with 

funding their information, advice and advocacy services and their telephone befriending service.   

 

9. Highway Matters 

a. Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh advised that a large pothole had been reported on the 

Waterden Road from Haggards Lodge.   

Councillor S Libovoitz reported that a dip in the road opposite the bridge leading to the Memorial 

Pavilion had been reported to Sally Bettinson (Highways Engineer) at the site meeting held on the 

4
th

 November and would be programmed for work in 2016.  It was noted that ‘Keep Clear’ signage 

had been painted on the roadway opposite the bridge leading to the Memorial Pavilion. 

Councillor S Libovitz reported that he and Councillors R Chantree and B Sexton had met with Sally 

Bettinson (Highways Engineer) and Roy Payne (Westcotec Ltd) on Wednesday 4
th

 November to 

discuss details relating to the SAM2 sign.  It was noted that four potential sites had been discussed.  

It was also noted that the sign would have the facility to record the speed of vehicles and if the 

speed limit was being exceeded, the driver of the vehicle would be warned to ‘SLOW DOWN’.  
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Councillor S Libovitz also advised that the number of vehicles and the speed at which they were 

travelling could be recorded, which could potentially assist with securing a reduction in speed limit.  

The Clerk reported that the application form for the funding bid for the Parish Partnership Scheme 

was almost complete and would be submitted by Tuesday 15
th

 December.  

 

10. Footway Lighting 

a. There were no matters reported. 

b. LED Street Lighting – it was considered and agreed that this should be carried forward to the 

January meeting. 

 

11. Finance 

a. Accounts for payment under the Late Payments Interest Act 1998: there were none declared.  

b. Accounts for payment:  It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid. 

 101517 – Wicksteed Leisure Ltd, Annual Play Area Inspection - £54.00 

 101518 – Glasdon UK Ltd, 2 Elwood Recycled Benches (Play Area) - £1,217.35 

 101519 - Clerk’s Salary & Travel (November)  - £161.26 

c. Finance received: It was noted that the following amount had been received. 

 Football Club Rent, 2015/16 – £4.00 

d. Electricity Supply Prices - the results of the electricity tender undertaken by Indigo Swan Ltd 

(Independent Energy Contract Intermediary) were made available to those present.  It was noted 

that Scottish Hydro had returned the best electricity price over all contract terms in comparison to 

the Council’s current supply from Eon.  It was noted that Scottish Hydro could offer a saving of 

£134.36 for a twelve month term contract, a saving of £116.25 for a twenty four month contract and 

a saving of £103.04 for a thirty six month contract.  It was considered that a thirty six month 

contract with Scottish Hydro should be approved. 

e. Grounds Maintenance Contract – it was considered and agreed that the Grounds Maintenance 

Contract provided by Norse Commercial Services Ltd for the value of £2,842.43 + VAT should be 

signed for a further twelve month period. 

 

County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh left the meeting at 8.15pm. 

 

12. Planning Matters 

a. It was resolved that the following planning applications be recommended for; 

APPROVAL 

- 15/01763/F 

Siting of a 6.1m x 2.3m timber shepherds hut on a moveable wheeled chassis for the purposes of 

holiday accommodation, 3 Cranmer Cottages, The Common. 

APPROVAL 

- 15/01730/F  

Extension to the existing garage, Solitaire, 14 Burnham Road. 

b. Applications approved - there had been no planning applications approved/refused. 

 

13. Jack’s Lane Community Benefit Fund 

a. The Clerk advised that Councillor A Harvey had been unable to attend the Community Benefit 

Fund meeting held on Wednesday 18
th

 November, 2015, at Syderstone Village Hall, due to illness.  

Following receipt of the minutes from the meeting the Clerk advised that the panel had awarded 

£12,217 in grants, these included £5,000 to Bircham Railway Bowls Club to purchase a lawn 

mower, £1,245 to East Rudham Parish Council to renovate the children’s Play Area, £4,991 to 

North Creake Parish Council to repair the Playing Field Pavilion and £981 to South Creake 

Memorial Pavilion to supply and install two RHI compliant heat meters.  Applications that had been 

refused included an application to install a zip wire from Bircham Parish Council and South Creake 

Parochial Church Council to purchase a ride on mower and secure storage shed.  It was noted that 
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the fund would reopen for applications in the New Year and that the next meeting date was yet to 

be confirmed. 

 

14. Memorial Pavilion 

a. SCWMI Committee, Funding Assistance – Councillor R Chantree reported that advice had been 

obtained from Hayley Wright Ltd regarding a potential loan agreement between the Parish Council 

and Memorial Pavilion.  Miss H Wright had advised that because the Memorial Pavilion was a 

registered charity the Charity Commission would need to be involved in the approval of any loan 

agreement, which was likely to be a time consuming and difficult process.  It was noted that Miss H 

Wright had also advised that the Memorial Pavilion should appoint a solicitor to prepare any loan 

agreement in conjunction with having the agreement approved by the Charity Commission for 

approval by the Parish Council’s solicitor. 

Mr L Ringwood (Chairman, SCWMI Trustees) confirmed that no alternative loan arrangements had 

been pursued and raised his concerns regarding the involvement of the Charity Commission.  It was 

noted that the Charity Commission would be obliged to notify the Lottery Fund of the financial 

situation, as the building would not have been completely paid for, which could potentially cause 

additional problems for the building and Trustees.  

Details were provided by Mr L Ringwood (Chairman, SCWMI Trustees) confirming the sum of 

money which was still outstanding, copies of which were circulated to those present.  It was noted 

that Lark Energy had committed to donating £20,000 which was to be received once the solar farm 

was completed in March, 2016.  The SCWMI Trustees would contribute £3,220.  It was noted 

nothing further could be contributed because the remainder of the reserves were needed to ensure 

all operating costs of the Memorial Pavilion were met.  Mr L Ringwood (Chairman, SCWMI 

Trustees) confirmed that the Trustees would request a £10,000 payment from the Parish Council to 

meet the shortfall. 

Following a lengthy discussion Councillors S Libovitz, R Chantree and C Gardner proposed that 

the Council rescind their previous decision to pursue a loan and the relevant loan agreement and 

consider a donation. Councillor S Freakley stated that although she was happy to support the Parish 

Council’s decision she wished it to be noted that she felt the Council had been unwillingly backed 

into a corner and was unhappy with the turn of events.  Following a proposal by Councillor B 

Sexton, seconded by Councillor T Allen it was agreed that the Parish Council should donate the 

requested sum of £10,000 to the Memorial Pavilion.  Councillor S Libovitz voted against the 

motion.  It was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for the appropriate amount to be transferred 

from the Santander Business account to the Barclays Community account. 

Mr L Ringwood (Chairman, SCWMI Trustees) expressed his appreciation and emphasised that the 

SCWMI Trustees had done their upmost to avoid the situation. 

 

15. Allotment Matters 

a. Allotment Sub-Group – there were no matters raised. 

b. Untidy Allotments, Back Street - the Clerk reported that one tenant was still yet to respond 

following contact in September regarding the condition of their allotment plots.  It was agreed that a 

further letter should be sent giving the tenant a further 28 days to make arrangements to strim/clear 

the weeds from their allotments, following which consideration would be given to relinquishing the 

allotment plots. 

 

16. Open Spaces 

a. Playing Field Hedging – it was discussed and agreed that Councillor B Sexton would make 

arrangements for the gaps in the playing field hedging to be planted. 

b. Play Area Seating – Councillor R Chantree reported that the two new benches were in situ.  It was 

noted that they were yet to be secured, but this would be carried out in due course.  It was noted that 

the benches were considered far too heavy to steal. 

c. Play Area Annual Inspection Report – it was noted that the annual inspection had been carried 

out by Wicksteed Leisure Ltd on 17
th

 November, 2015.  Copies of the inspection report were 
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circulated to all those present for their information.  It was noted that all equipment had been 

assessed against European Standards and the report concluded that all equipment was safe for 

continued use but some remedial action should be planned or implemented.  It was noted that the 

report highlighted a medium high risk to the Seesaw.  It was considered that the perimeter fence 

created a hard object within the unit’s falling space, recommending that the unit be moved to create 

a minimum falling space of between 1.5m and 2.0m.  It was noted that the timber condition at the 

surface edging of the tiles and the soft tiles around the Multi-Play unit should be monitored.  It was 

considered and agreed that both the seesaw and multi-play unit should be assessed and any action 

discussed at the January meeting. 

d. Moles, Playing Field – the Clerk reported that Acorn Pest & Country Services had been appointed 

to control the moles on the playing field, as they could create a potential hazard on the football 

pitch.  It was noted that the cost to carry out the work had been estimated at £60. 

 

17. Parishioner’s Participation      

Mr R Wakeman enquired as to whether Norse Eastern Ltd would continue with the grounds 

maintenance contract in 2016. 

Mr P Holl raised concerns regarding a potential accident as a result of the seesaw being situated too 

close to the perimeter fencing.  It was noted that the seesaw was still considered safe for use and that 

action would be carried out within the recommended three month period. 

 

16. It was noted that the next full Parish Council Meeting would be held on the 4
th

 January, 2016.  

 

With no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 9.00pm. 

 

 

 

......................................................... Chairman 

4
th

 January, 2016 

 
THESE MINUTES ARE UNCONFIRMED UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL 

 

 

 

 


