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Community Benefit Fund Meeting with Graham Tuttle (Chief Executive, Norfolk Community 

Foundation  – 14
th

 January, 2015 

By Councillor A Harvey 

 

I attended the above meeting concerning the Community Benefit Fund which is being operated by Norfolk 

Community Foundation on behalf of RES.  Eleven members attended the meeting with representatives from 

Syderstone, Stanhoe, Tattersett, North and South Creake, East Rudham, Docking and Burnham Market.  The 

panel will be formed with nine places to be filled and with a Chair to be elected by the panel.  Barwick and 

Barmer would also need representation.   

 

Consternation had been raised before at a previous CLG meeting when it was suggested by RES that the 

villages on the periphery of the wind farm site, i.e., East Rudham, Docking, Burnham Market, be considered 

within this scheme.  This aspect was not mentioned at this particular meeting, however, it would be interesting 

to hear of Parish Council’s views on this as I personally feel that the concentration should be on Syderstone, 

Stanhoe, North and South Creake, Tattersett and Barwick and Barmer, as they are the communities that will 

be the most affected. 

 

The purpose of the fund is to support any type of activity that involves local people through small community 

organisation and benefits their community.  The activities must provide some measure of economic. 

Environmental, educational, social or cultural benefit for people living in the area. 

 

Requirements 

 

A bank account must be held in the name of your group and a copy of the most recent accounts and bank 

statement.  There is no limit to the amount that can be applied for in any financial year – up to £30,000, which 

would be index linked.  The grant can be spent within the year or return it or part of it to the fund.  Also, if 

there is an outstanding end of project report from a previous Community Fund grant, groups are eligible to 

apply.  Applications can be submitted throughout the year and each application will be considered on its 

merits.  The panel could meet once a year or more depending on various situation. 

 

Applications are accepted now and NCF can be contacted in the usual way.  Payments may possibly be 

available around May this year. 

 

Applicants who cannot apply are; political organisations, national organisations (unless the group is a local 

branch with local accountability arrangements).  Individuals can be considered if an application is for a 

bursary for individual members of community groups to participate in training courses, etc. 

 

Companies who aim to distribute a profit will not be considered. 

 

Grants will be paid by BACS into a nominated bank account or by cheque.  Grants are offered on the 

condition that monitoring requirements are met, including an end of project report that gives evidence of 

expenditure, such as receipts and invoices, etc. 

 

Projects may be visited by NCF or fund panel members. 

 

Schemes that could be considered are small scale equipment for community groups.  Minor repairs and 

improvements to buildings or land used for community purposes.  Small scale community events, festivals 

and trips.  Small scale activities.  Activity based environmental schemes.  Production of community run 

newspapers.  Local surveys, questionnaires and community profiles undertaken by community groups.  

Training and educational courses.  Bursaries for individual members of community groups to participate in 
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training courses.  Costs to community groups of participating in networks and visiting other community 

projects.  General operational costs. 

 

The fund is unable to support projects that involve improvement works to a building, unless your group owns 

the building or has a lease on the property.  Applications for unspecified items, e.g, contingency money.  

Retrospective applications.  Applications for CCTV will not be considered unless it is to protect a community 

owned building.  Applications cannot be made on behalf of a project for another group. 

 

Detailed costs must be provided for any project and provide at least two quotes/estimates or evidence. 

 

A question was raised on religious objectives.  It was stated that the church formed a community hub in most 

areas and anything connected with that would be considered, i.e, clubs, societies, using facilities within the 

church.  The actual fabric of the church was not included. 

 

Graham Tuttle asked us all to peruse the information we had been given and to then forward any comments to 

him prior to the next meeting which would hopefully take place during February.  This meeting will establish 

a fund panel with representatives from various parishes affected by the Wind Farm. 
 


