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Community Benefit Fund Meeting – 15
th

 April, 2015 

By Councillor A Harvey 

 

I attended this meeting, accompanied by Councillors S Freakley and L Goodall, who were able to listen to 

the proceedings but not partake in the meeting itself.  Members of Syderstone, Stanhoe, North Creake, 

Tattersett, plus two further members from surrounding villages within the 5km zone, were also present. 

 

Anna Douglas, who is the Development Manager at Norfolk Community Foundation was standing in for 

Graham Tuttle who was unwell. 

 

Before I report on the meeting I will just outline the basic criteria applicable to the Jack’s Lane Wind Farm 

Community Benefit Fund Panel, for the benefit of the three new Parish Councillors. 

 

The object of the fund is to administer the sum of £30,000 per year to local deserving groups within a 5km 

radius of the Wind Farm.  This money is being supplied every year by RES for the next 25 years whilst the 

Wind Farm is on operation.  Running in tandem with this is the Local Electricity Discount Scheme (known 

as LEDS), £45,000 per year is allotted to this scheme by RES also for a 25 year span.  The calculated area 

for people to receive a discount of £100 per year their off electricity bill is 2,400 metres from the nearest 

turbine. 

 

With regards to the Community Benefit Fund, the Wind Farm Fund Panel will have nine members and the 

constitution of the panel is as follows; 

 

 Four permanent members from North and South Creake, Stanhoe and Syderstone 

 The remaining five places selected on a rotational basis will come from Bagthorpe with Barmer, 

Barwick, Bircham, Burnham Market, Docking, East Rudham and Tattersett. 

 A Chair will be nominated by the panel and that Chair shall have the casting vote if required. 

 

The group applying must be a small community led organisation.  Are a ‘not for profit’ group.  Are working 

in and involving people from the communities within the parishes mentioned.  Any project/activity that 

provides some measures of economic, educational, environmental, social or cultural benefit for people living 

within the community, is eligible for support.  Grants may be awarded to build on existing activities or to 

initiate new activities. 

 

Activities that could be included are; 

 Small scale equipment for community groups 

 Minor repairs and improvements to buildings/land used for community purposes 

 Small scale community events, festivals and trips 

 Small scale practical activities 

 Activity based environmental schemes 

 Production of community run newspapers 

 Local surveys, questionnaires, undertaken by community groups 

 Bursaries for individual members of community groups to participate in training courses 

 Costs to community groups participating in networks and visiting other community projects 

 General operational costs 

 

During the meeting we were informed there were various ways in which the necessary information could be 

attained regarding the Benefit Fund.  It could be downloaded together with the application form or 

alternatively, write to the Norfolk Community Foundation.  It will be advertised in the local news 

magazines, such as the village news magazines and possibly the local press, which will promote the fund.  

Also via Parish Council representatives and village notice boards. 
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We were also informed that there has not been a 100% take-up of the Local Electricity Discount Scheme 

which has been offered by RES and therefore the amount outstanding within it amounts to around £15,000, 

which could well be transferred into the Community Benefit Fund for use there. 

 

The maximum figure that groups can apply for is £5,000 per year at the moment.  I queried this amount as 

some projects might well be seeking a larger sum than that.  We were informed that the sum of £5,000 can 

be reviewed in the future years to a possibly larger sum, but for the foreseeable future it will stand at £5,000. 

 

Applications can be submitted throughout the year and each application will be submitted on its merits at the 

bi-annual meetings, June and December, by the Fund Panel.  If an application is time critical, it will be 

considered outside of the bi-annual meetings, by mail or email and a decision made within two weeks of the 

submission. 

 

The Community Benefit Fund will be launched in May with a pit of £30,000 under the jurisdiction of the 

Norfolk Community Foundation and with this sum being deposited with the NCF by RES each financial 

year. 

 

When a decision has been made about the application a letter or email will be sent from the NCF regarding 

the decision made by the Fund Panel.  Notification will normally be given within two weeks of the Fund 

Panel meeting in June and December of each year.  The funding financial year is April to April.  Payment 

would be by BACS or by cheque. 

 

Normally a monitoring report by NCF would follow after four months of completion of the project.  Funded 

projects may be visited by NCF, Jack’s Lane Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund Panel members or Jack’s 

Lane Energy Ltd, representatives.  As the fund is being launched in May, the first fund panel meeting will 

take place during July this year. 

 


