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SOUTH CREAKE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of South Creake Parish Council held in the Memorial Pavilion on Monday  

April 4
th

, 2016, at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Councillors, S Freakley (Chair), T Allen, R Chantree, C Gardner, L Goodall, B Sexton, the Clerk, 

Sarah Harvey and four parishioners. 

 

1. In the absence of both Councillors S Libovitz (Chairman) and Councillor A Harvey (Vice-Chair), 

Councillor S Freakley took the Chair and welcomed all present to the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies 

It was agreed to accept apologies for absence from Councillors S Libovitz (holiday), A Harvey (unwell) 

and V May (unwell).  Apologies had also been received from County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of 

Horsbrugh.   

 

3. Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items 

There were no declarations of interest declared. 

 

4. Parishioner’s Participation 

The Clerk advised that Mr P Hart (Secretary, SCWMI Trustees) was unable to attend the meeting due to 

family commitments, but wished to report that the cheque received from Lark Energy for £20,000, which 

was paid directly to Shackcloth Ltd, had completed the payment due for the main Memorial Pavilion. 

Mr R Wakeman congratulated the Chairman and the other individuals who had been involved in planting 

the daffodils and achieving a lovely display. 

 

5. Minutes 

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7
th

 March, 2016, copies 

of which had been circulated to members and were available in the Memorial Pavilion, be approved and 

signed by the Chairman.   

 

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes for Information Only 

Councillor C Gardner enquired whether a ‘thank you’ card had been sent to Mrs J Cousins for all her 

help in collecting the allotment rent.  The Clerk confirmed that this had been executed. 

Councillor S Freakley confirmed that she had clipped back the offending vegetation from the footway 

leading from Winston Drive to Leicester Road. 

Councillor B Sexton confirmed that Mr N Haywood had constructed the new Parish Council noticeboard 

and it was available to be put in place.  Councillor B Sexton agreed to ascertain whether he was able to 

replace the old noticeboard with the new. 

 

7. Correspondence 

The following correspondence had been received and the contents noted. 

a. Email from Parishioner, Quad Bike use on Playing Field – the Clerk reported that a parishioner 

had witnessed on a number of occasions someone driving a quad bike on the playing field.  The 

parishioner raised concerns regarding the damage this was causing to both the playing field and 

surrounding banks.  The parishioner in question had also identified to whom the quad bike belonged. 

It was agreed to identify if the vehicle was a quad bike as opposed to a mobility scooter before taking 

further action. 

b. East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices - details were received from EACH whom provide care and 

support to local life threatened children and their families through a variety of services.  It was noted 

that EACH was a registered charity relying on voluntary donations for the majority of their income.  

It was considered and agreed that a donation of £25.00 should be made. 
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c. BCKLWN, Electronic Consultation for Planning Applications – it was noted that from 1
st
 June, 

2016, the Borough Council would be consulting all Parish Council’s on planning applications 

electronically.  The Clerk advised that for Parish Council’s unable to receive planning applications 

electronically there was an option to delay until 1
st
 January, 2017, but all Councils would be charged 

on a monthly basis for any applications printed and sent in paper format from the 1
st
 June.  It was 

noted that a number of drop in sessions were being arranged by the Borough Council to assist Parish 

Councils with the change, these would be held on Wednesday 11
th

 and Friday 13
th

 May. 

d. BCKLWN, Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – it was noted that the draft charging schedule 

would be subject to a formal public consultation for a period of six weeks from Monday 14
th

 March 

to 5pm on Monday 25
th

 April.  It was noted that in order for the Borough Council to charge a CIL, 

local authorities must produce a charging schedule setting out the charge rates for the area. 

e. Norfolk County Council, Electronic Consultation for Planning Applications – it was noted that 

Norfolk County Council had developed its own website to enable all planning applications received 

to be viewed in full and commented on online.  Therefore, in line with other planning authorities, 

from the start of the new financial year (1 April 2016) Norfolk County Council would be carrying out 

all consultations electronically. In order to receive paper copies of any application a charge would be 

made. 

f. Correspondence received after 30
th

 March, 2016; 

- Email from Parishioner, Excavation work, Back Street – concerns were raised by a 

parishioner regarding work being undertaken by a property owner in Back Street to create a 

second drive to the existing property via Foldgate Cottages.  Councillor B Sexton confirmed that 

the property owner had a right of way over part of the field at the rear of Foldgate Cottages, 

which was being laid down to a shingle driveway in order to access their Back Street property.  It 

was noted that the current driveway to the front of the property became cluttered very quickly and 

had only room for a very limited number of vehicles to park.  Councillor B Sexton also advised 

that there were no intentions whatsoever to create a caravan park in the field. 

 

8. Highway Matters 

a. Councillor B Sexton advised that all of the storm drains along Bluestone Road were still blocked and 

required clearing. 

Councillor R Chantree raised concerns regarding the amount of mud on the Southgate Road/Leicester 

Road junction, as a result of the recent potato harvest.  The Clerk advised that this had been reported 

to Highways and that an update would be obtained. 

b. Norfolk County Council, Parish Partnership Funding Application – the Clerk advised that the 

Parish Council had been successful in their bid for a SAM2 unit and this would be funded up to 50% 

by Norfolk County Council in accordance with their terms and conditions.  Details of the terms and 

conditions and Memorandum of Understanding were circulated amongst Councillors for their 

information.  It was noted that once the Memorandum of Understanding had been signed by the 

Parish Council and local Highway Engineer, as well confirmatory details of the suitable locations for 

the sign had been obtained, the Parish Council could order the SAM2 unit. 

 

9. Footway Lighting 

a. There were no matters reported. 

 

10. Finance 

a. Accounts for payment under the Late Payments Interest Act 1998: 

 101529 – Norfolk County Council, Safer Programme Membership - £30.00 

b. Accounts for payment:  It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid. 

 101530 – Norfolk ALC, Annual Subscription - £133.97 

 101531 – Norfolk Playing Fields Association, Annual Membership - £20.00 

 101532 – CPRE, Annual Membership - £36.00 

 101533 – T.T Jones electrical Ltd, Street Lighting Maintenance (Apr/May/June) - £66.00 
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 101534 - Clerk’s Salary & Travel (March) + Expenses (04/01 – 03/04/16) + Annual Payment for 

use of home as office (£100) - £269.68 

c. Finance received: It was noted that the following amounts had been received. 

 UKPN, Wayleave Payment - £105.70 

d. Financial Statement:  The financial statement from 1
st
 December, 2015 to 31

st
 January, 2016, was 

considered, approved and signed by the Chairman. 

e. External Audit Arrangements for Smaller Authorities – the Clerk advised Councillors of the 

change to external audit arrangements from 2017.  It was noted that the Audit Commission had 

ceased to exist on the 1
st
 April 2015 and a new company – Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments 

Ltd – had been created to take over the appointment of external auditors and the setting of audit fees.   

From 2017 it was noted that authorities with neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000 will 

not be required to undergo a limited assurance audit review or to pay any audit fee.  It was noted that 

all authorities would need to complete and publish an annual return in accordance with the 

Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.  In addition to this an annual exemption form would 

need to be completed and submitted to the SAAA or a specified auditor.  It was noted that Council s 

could however still opt to have a limited assurance audit review, despite not being required to do so, 

and should inform the SAAA by the end of the financial year in question.  The SAAA would then 

appoint an auditor to undertake the review, for which a fee of £200 would be charged. 

f. Internal Audit - It was AGREED that Roger Canwell should be appointed to audit the accounts for 

the financial year 2015/16, at a cost of £50.00.  The Clerk would correspond confirming his 

appointment and to arrange a suitable date prior to the 31
st
 May, 2016, for the audit to be undertaken. 

 

11. Planning Matters 

a. Applications received - there had been no new planning applications received. 

b. Applications approved - there had been no planning applications approved/refused. 

 

12. Jack’s Lane Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund 

a. It was considered and agreed that in the absence of Councillor A Harvey, Councillor L Goodall 

would represent South Creake Parish Council at the next Fund Panel meeting to be held on the 25
th

 

May, 2016.   The Clerk agreed to notify the Norfolk Community Foundation of the change in 

representative. 

 

13. Allotment Matters 

a. Allotment Sub-Group – the Clerk advised that an email had been received from an allotment tenant 

at Back Street raising concerns about the adjacent untended allotment plots.  It was noted that the 

tenant in question had been asked to advise the Council of his intentions regarding the two allotment 

plots and that this would be further considered at the May Parish Council meeting. 

The Clerk advised that the tenant of the allotment field, Back Street had enquired as to whether the 

Council would have any objection to a water supply being placed on the allotment field by Anglian 

Water.  It was discussed at some length and agreed that at this time a water supply could not be 

approved.  Concerns were raised regarding the possible long term financial implications of 

potentially paying an ongoing standing charge or costs involved with termination of the service, once 

the tenant no longer wished to rent the field.  It was noted that Councillor B Sexton would talk to the 

tenant in further detail about the decision made. 

The Clerk advised that a tenant at Back Street allotment had asked whether the footway adjacent to 

the roadway could be strimmed as it had become very overgrown.  It was agreed that members of the 

allotment sub group would take a look and reduce the vegetation. 

Councillor S Freakley advised that an enquiry had been received from a parishioner regarding taking 

over a half an allotment at Back Street.  Councillor S Freakley had advised the prospective tenant to 

contact the Clerk once they were ready to take over the allotment. 

b. Other related allotment matters (for information only) – Councillor R Chantree noted that 

polythene had come adrift from a polytunnel at Back Street allotments.  Councillor S Freakley 

advised that she would liaise with the tenant. 
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14. HM Queen’s 90
th

 Birthday Celebrations 

a. Councillor S Freakley reported that planning for the event was still taking place.  A draft poster was 

circulated amongst Councillors along with ticket information, it was noted that this would be 

displayed around village to advertise the event shortly.   

 

15. Open Spaces 

a. Councillor S Freakley advised that the willow tree sited on the Village Green was removed, 

following the tree trunk splitting completely down the middle.  This decision had been made 

following advice from tree surgeon, Mr C Hotson, who confirmed that the tree should be removed as 

it presented an extremely dangerous hazard.  It was noted that all of the wood was presently being 

stored on the Village Green, but would be removed by Councillors R Chantree and B Sexton during 

the week.  Councillor S Freakley advised that the trunk would regrow, but with £237 remaining from 

the money donated from Morrisons the Parish Council could consider planting new trees in the 

Autumn.  It was discussed and agreed, that the tree stump should be left to regrow and advice should 

also be obtained from Barchams regarding new tree specimens that could potentially be planted, as 

well as the associated costs.  It was agreed that the item would be further discussed at the September 

Parish Council meeting. 

 

16. Parishioner’s Participation      

Councillor R Chantree advised that dependent on the weather, the see-saw would be moved on Thursday 

7
th

 April. 

Mr Wakeman suggested that it may be easier to uncouple the fencing in order to access the see-saw. 

 

17. It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on Monday 9
th

 May, 2016, at 7pm. 

 

18. It was noted that the next full Parish Council Meeting would be held on Monday 9
th

 April, 2016 at 

7.30pm.  

 

With no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

......................................................... Chairman 

9
th

 May, 2016 

 

 
THESE MINUTES ARE UNCONFIRMED UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL 

 

 

 

 

 


