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SOUTH CREAKE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of South Creake Parish Council held in the Memorial Pavilion on Monday  

May 8
th

, 2017, at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Councillors, S Freakley (Chair), T Allen, R Chantree, J England, C Gardner, L Goodall, B Walker the 

Clerk, Sarah Harvey and five parishioners. 

 

1. The Chair welcomed all those present to the meeting.  

 

2. Election of Chair 

It was proposed by Councillor J England, seconded by Councillor C Gardner and carried unanimously that 

Councillor S Freakley be elected Chair.  Councillor S Freakley accepted and signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance. 

 

3. Election of Vice-Chair 

It was proposed by Councillor R Chantree, seconded by Councillor T Allen and carried unanimously that 

Councillor S Libovitz be elected as Vice-Chairman. 

 

4. Apologies 

It was agreed to accept apologies for absence from Councillors S Libovitz and B Sexton.  Apologies were 

also noted from County/Borough Councillor Michael Chenery of Horsbrugh. 

 

5. Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items 

There were no declarations of interest declared. 

 

6. Parishioner’s Participation 

Mr C Middleditch commented on the introduction of the new clause within the allotment tenancy conditions 

that stated that ‘Rent charges would be reviewed on an annual basis as part of the council’s budget setting 

process. Tenants would receive 12 months’ notice of any rent changes.’  Mr C Middleditch stated his 

disappointment at the introduction of the new clause, when allotment rent had remained the same for 

seventy years. 

 

7. Minutes 

Councillor S Freakley noted that Agenda Item 7f (Correspondence) should be amended to state ‘Lightening 

Aircraft’.  Following this amendment, it was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 

on Monday 3
rd

 April, 2017, copies of which had been circulated to members and were available in the 

Memorial Pavilion, be approved and signed by the Chairman.   

 

8. Matters Arising from the Minutes for Information Only 

The Clerk advised that confirmation had been received from Barclays that Councillor L Goodall had been 

added to the mandate and could now act as the third signatory to the Barclays accounts. 

Councillor J England reported that she had attempted to download the data from the SAM2 Speed Sign, but 

that this had been unsuccessful.  It was noted that Councillor R Chantree would assist in attempting to 

access the data whilst Councillor B Sexton was absent.  Councillor J England also commented that the sign 

was now placed in a much better location and that she was happy to take responsibility for it while it 

remained there. 

 

9. Correspondence 

The following correspondence had been received and the contents noted. 

a. Environment Agency - an annual update was received detailing the work planned for 2017/18.  It was 

noted that between July 2017 and September 2017, work would be undertaken to remove any large 
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blockages and encroaching weed from the watercourse along 3km of the River Burn, between Norman’s 

Lane, North Creake to Southgate Road Bridge. 

b. BCKLWN, Boundary Review Procedure – it was noted that the Borough Council were undergoing a 

review of its ward boundaries.  Representatives of the Parish Council were invited to a briefing being 

carried out by the Local Government Boundary Commission on the review process which was to be 

held on Thursday 22
nd

 June, 2017, at 6pm in the Assembly Room at the Town Hall, King’s Lynn. 

c. Norfolk Family Mediation - details were received from a charity offering services that supported 

couples going through divorce and separation whilst helping to improve children and young people’s 

lives at the same time.  It was noted that the service had seen an increase in referrals over the last year 

and had helped couples reach agreements quickly and without great expense.  It was noted that the 

service was currently looking to raise funds to recruit and train more mediators to meet growing 

demand. It was agreed that a donation would not be made at this time. 

d. Correspondence received after 3
rd

 May, 2017; 

- Norfolk Playing Fields Association – an invitation was received to attend a Summer Party to be 

held on Saturday 17
th

 June, 2017.  The event would provide an opportunity to meet professionals 

involved in the planning, supply and funding of Play Areas. 

 

10. Highway Matters 

a. Councillor S Freakley noted a pothole in the roadway outside no. 3 The Green. 

It was noted that the remaining potholes along Southgate Lane and the junction with Fakenham Road 

had been filled. 

 

11. Footway Lighting 

a. No matters were reported. 

b. LED Replacement Programme – the Clerk advised that a further approach had been made to T.T 

Jones Electrical Ltd regarding a further discount on the cost to supply and install a further 14 Urbis 

Ampera LED streetlights.  T.T Jones Electrical Ltd had confirmed that this would not be possible with 

this type of LED lighting and that the cost per lantern would remain at £274.95 (ex VAT).  It was noted 

that they had recommended an alternative LED streetlight, the Urbis Axia 2.1 LED lantern 

(improved/higher specification).  T.T Jones Electrical Ltd had advised that the Ampera was slowly 

being superseded by the new Axia 2.1 lantern in the Urbis Schreder range and because the suppliers 

were promoting this new lantern aggressively, they could supply and install this lantern at a cost of 

£255.00 each plus VAT.  It was considered and agreed that T.T Jones Electrical Ltd should be instructed 

to replace the remaining fourteen streetlights with the new Axia 2.1 lanterns. 

 

12. Finance 

a. Accounts for payment under the Late Payments Interest Act 1998: 

 101574 – Acorn Pest & Country Services, Moles, Playing Field - £60.00 

b. Accounts for payment:  It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid. 

 101575 – Norfolk ALC, Membership Fee - £135.68 

 101576 – Norfolk Playing Fields Association, Membership Fee - £20.00 

 101577 – Clerk’s Salary & Travel (April) - £161.26 

c. Finance received: It was noted that the following amounts had been received. 

 BCKLWN, Parish Precept - £12,453.00 

 Council Tax Support Grant - £339.00 

d. Financial Statement:  The financial statement from 1
st
 February to 31

st
 March, 2017, was considered, 

approved and signed by the Chairman. 

e. 2016-2017 Accounts:  Copies of the accounts which had been circulated were considered by the 

Council.  Prior to the accounts being approved it was agreed that clarification should be sought as to the 

values associated with the Community Assets that formed part of the Asset Register.  That the BT 

Payphone that had recently been adopted should be included within the Infrastructure Assets that 

formed part of the Asset Register and that the outstanding Bowls and Football Club rents should be 
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secured.  It was agreed that once the amendments had been made the annual accounts would be 

approved at the June meeting. 

f. Direct Debits 2017-2018:  It was agreed that the following should be continued. 

 Borough Council – Collection and disposal of dog waste, Annual payment 

 Scottish Hydro – Lighting Energy, Monthly payment 

g. Local Council Insurance - the Clerk advised the Council that Came & Company had provided 

quotations from three insurers for comparison.  It was noted that the insurance policy was due for 

renewal on the 1
st
 June, 2017.  The Clerk provided all Councillors with a Core Cover Comparison sheet 

for each of the insurance companies approached.  It was noted that Inspire (using AXA as their 

insurance provider) were able to provide cover for £999.41, Hiscox were able to provide cover for 

£1,070.37 and Ecclesiastical for £1,123.88.  It was noted that Came & Company having compared the 

cover of the three insurance providers, recommended that the Council accepted the Inspire quotation as 

this would meet the Parish Council’s insurance requirements.  It was noted that if the Council entered a 

three year long term agreement with Inspire, the annual premium would be reduced by a further 5% to 

£949.44.  It was noted that the UK Government had announced a further increase of 2% to Insurance 

Premium Tax (IPT) with effect from the 1
st
 June, 2017 and that this increase was reflected in the 

renewal premium.  It was considered and agreed that Inspire should be appointed as the Parish Council 

insurers for the next three years, at a cost of £949.44. 

 

13. Planning Matters 

a. Applications received - there had been no new planning applications received. 

b. Applications approved - there had been no planning applications approved/refused. 

 

14. Allotment Matters 

a. Allotment Sub-Group – Councillor S Freakley advised that the previous tenant to allotment 19 at Back 

Street had expressed an interest in continuing with his tenancy.  It was noted that the tenant had some 

concerns as to whether he would be able to fully maintain the allotment as he had previously.  It was 

agreed that the tenant should be allowed to continue with the tenancy which could be reviewed on an ad 

hoc basis. 

Councillor T Allen agreed to approach Councillor B Sexton regarding the further clearance of the 

vacant allotments to the rear of the Back Street site.  It was agreed that the fruit trees remaining on 

allotment 14 should be retained and then possibly moved in the Autumn. 

The Clerk advised that an enquiry had been received by Mrs R Cooper regarding renting the vacant 

allotments at the Back Street site as a horse paddock.  It was noted that work was still required to clear 

the area of land and a decision was yet to be made regarding its future use. 

b. Amended Tenancy Conditions – the Clerk advised that the tenancy conditions had been revised to 

include the new clause stating that ‘Rent charges would be reviewed on an annual basis as part of the 

council’s budget setting process. Tenants would receive 12 months’ notice of any rent changes’.  Copies 

of the revised tenancy conditions had been circulated to all allotment tenants along with their rent 

request letters during April. 

c. Renewal of Tenancies – it was agreed that those tenants who had formally been asked to address issues 

with their plots should have their tenancies renewed as some attempt had been made to rectify the issues 

that had been brought to their attention.  It was noted that the tenant at Leicester Road had confirmed 

that a gate allowing access to her allotments had now been installed.   

d. Tenancy Agreement, Allotment Field, Back Street - the Clerk reported the current tenant had 

enquired whether the Council would further consider an extended lease.  It was noted that the tenant had 

suggested a five year lease. It was considered and agreed that the tenancy term should remain at one 

year and that the Parish Council were very happy to continue with a rolling lease. 

 

15. Open Spaces 

a. Play Area Grant Applications – the Clerk advised that an approach had been made to various 

organisations regarding obtainable grant funding with the Parish Council’s current high level of 

reserves.  It was noted that funding would normally be awarded to groups whom were looking to 
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enhance their community in some way, but required additional resources to do so, due to limited 

finance.  Those groups/organisations who had the financial resources would be expected to contribute to 

or fund any project.  It was noted that it was good practice for any general reserves to be earmarked 

towards the upkeep/maintenance of any assets, or prospective village projects.  In doing so, the general 

reserves available would be easy for any prospective funding body to identify for future applications. 

b. BT Payphone, Burnham Road – it was agreed that the BT Payphone kiosk would be maintained as a 

village feature, but would be secured and lighting possibly installed.  It was agreed that the Clerk should 

consult with BT regarding the electricity supply to the kiosk and the Council’s intentions.  It was also 

suggested an enquiry should be made with BT as to whether the kiosk could be moved to another 

location. 

 

16. Parishioner’s Participation      

Mr R Wakeman referred to and passed comment on the Boundary Review Procedure. 

Mr D Gibson commented that verges, especially at the Waterden junction with the Fakenham Road were 

overgrown. 

 

17. It was noted that the next full Parish Council Meeting would be held on Monday 5
th

 June, 2017 at 7.30pm.  

 

With no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.45pm. 

 

 

 

......................................................... Chairman 

5
th

 June, 2017 

 

 
THESE MINUTES ARE UNCONFIRMED UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 


