
South Creake Annual Parish Meeting 

Monday 9th May, 2016 

SOUTH CREAKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Memorial Pavilion on Monday May 9
th

, 2016, at 7pm. 

 

Present: Councillors S Libovitz (Chair, Parish Council), A Harvey (Vice-Chair, Parish Council), T Allen, 

R Chantree, S Freakley, C Gardner, L Goodall, the Clerk, Sarah Harvey and seven parishioners. 

 

The meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Parish Council, Councillor S Libovitz. 

 

1. The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies of absence were received from County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh and 

Councillor B Sexton. 

 

3. Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on May 11
th

, 2015, copies of which had been 

circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes for Information Only 

There were no matters raised. 

 

5. Chairman’s Annual Report 

The Chairman, Mr S Libovitz, reported that this was his first full year as Parish Council Chairman and 

that he was privileged to report on the activities of the Council over the past year.  The Chairman 

thanked his predecessor, Mr R Maslin for his time on the Parish Council spent as both a Councillor 

and as Chairman.  Councillors G Allen and T Harrison were also thanked for the years they had 

served on the Council.  Whilst, Councillors Tim Allen, Richard Chantree and Ben Sexton were 

thanked for the contribution they had made since their election in 2015.  The Chairman extended his 

thanks to all the Councillors and the Clerk for their support over the course of the year.  Thanks were 

also extended to Councillor Michael Chenery of Horsbrugh for his continued involvement in Parish 

Council meetings and for representing South Creake at both the borough and county councils. 

Finance – the Chair reported that the Council continued to possess a strong balance sheet which was 

managed by the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Sarah Harvey.  This had led to a successful 

audit for the financial accounts for 2014/15. 

The Chair advised that over the course of the year a request had been received from the South Creake 

War Memorial for a loan totalling £10,000.  It was noted that this application had been considered 

over many meetings, where much research, debate and feelings had been discussed at length.  It was 

noted that it was eventually decided by the Council to grant the sum as a donation to ensure the future 

of the Memorial Pavilion by helping to pay off its outstanding debts.  The Chair noted that Councillor 

R Chantree had been elected to represent the Parish Council by sitting as a Trustee on the Memorial 

Pavilion committee. 

The Chair reported that the precept for the year ending 31st March 2016 had been received and set at a 

value of £11,213 with a Council Support Grant of £550 (Government Funding to reduce precept 

levels across the borough).  It was noted that that a total expenditure of £25,041.14 had been made 

during 2015/16 and the total amount received had been £12,574.88.  It was noted that donations had 

also been made to various local charities including, West Norfolk Mind, The Norfolk Hospice and 

BMACCS. 

The Chair advised that the Council had also sought to reduce the cost of electricity by going to tender 

prior to renewing its energy supply.  It was noted that the tender process had been managed by Indigo 

Swan (Independent Energy Contract Intermediary), which had resulted in Scottish Hydro 

guaranteeing the best electricity price over all contract terms in comparison to the Council’s previous 

supplier, Eon.  As a result the Council had approved a 36 month contract which represented a saving 

of £103.04. 
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The Chair also reported that the Council had decided to proceed with the implementation of LED 

streetlights throughout the village to avoid expensive maintenance costs.  It was noted that ten 

streetlights had already been replaced with the LED equivalents and that a further eleven were to be 

replaced imminently.  It was noted that an excellent discount had been gained and that £11,400 had 

been ring-fenced in order to complete the project. 

Planning – it was noted that this continued to be a regular part of Parish Council meetings, with 

numerous extensions, outbuildings and renovations debated.  It was noted that over the past year the 

Council had approved nine planning applications which had then gone to the Borough Council for 

approval. 

Highways – the Chair reported that speeding continued to be an issue of great concern and that the 

Council had continued to work hard with Norfolk County Council to come up with a solution to help 

reduce the speed of vehicles travelling through the village.  It was noted that as a result of these 

efforts Norfolk County Council, Highways, had agreed to provide a SAM2 Speed sign, which would 

be placed within four locations within the village on a four week rotational basis.  The Chair advised 

that the sign would record the speed at which vehicles were travelling and would also record the speed 

and number of vehicles.  It was noted that the collection of this data could be used to potentially assist 

with securing further speed reduction measures within the village in the future.  The Chair noted that 

an application had been made to the Parish Partnership Scheme for assistance with up to half of the 

cost of the unit, which was £3,439. 

The Chair reported that the telephone kiosk sited on the village green had been adopted and was 

confirmed to be listed. 

It was noted that numerous complaints of overgrown verges, potholes and road conditions had been 

received by the Council and had been forwarded on to Norfolk County Council, Highways.  It was 

noted that following a meeting with Sally Bettinson, Highways Engineer, that assurance had been 

received that further work would be carried out to improve the road through the village over the 

summer.  It was noted that the Council continued to enlist help from local residents to do what they 

could to improve the verges, banks and hedges for the community.  The Chair gave special thanks to 

Councillors Ben Sexton and Tim Allen who had arranged to have the playing field and allotment 

hedges cut and gaps within the playing field hedging replanted. 

Allotment Matters – the Chair advised that Councillors L Goodall and S Freakley had been joined by 

Councillor B Sexton on the allotment working group.  The Chair thanked them for working extremely 

hard at maintaining the allotments as a valuable asset for the village and for being a point of contact 

for all allotment holders. 

The Chair also thanked Mrs J Cousins for her assistance in collecting the Back Street allotment rents. 

Open Spaces – the Chair reported that numerous works had been carried out by both the Council in 

conjunction with the Memorial Pavilion and the Play Area Committee over the course of the year.  

The Chair thanked Mr B Walker and Councillors B Sexton and R Chantree for installing the play area 

fencing.  It was noted that this had been complimented by the placement of two benches made from 

recyclable materials.  Further to this, ‘No Dog Fouling’ signs had been erected on the playing field.  It 

was noted that the Council were also in the process of reviewing the Play Area Inspection Report and 

exploring the possibility of more works to improve the area. 

The Chair thanked Councillor V May for all her help in emptying the litter bin, as well as carrying out 

the play area inspections, which had now been taken over by Councillors R Chantree and T Allen. 

The Chair also thanked Mr R Timson for his work in repainting the metal bench on the playing field 

and the Millennium bench around the tree on the village green, as well as Councillor B Sexton for 

clearing along Bluestone Road.  Thanks were also given to Mr G Mendham who had helped in 

clearing many vacant allotments. 

 

6. County/Borough Councillor’s Report 

No report was made available by County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh.   

 

7. South Creake Charities 

Miss S Harvey (Clerk, South Creake Charities) reported that during the last year the Isaac Lane Fuel 

Charity had made a fuel allocation of £75 to 25 parishioners.  It was noted that the money from the 
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fuel charity was made available each year to assist needy people within South Creake with their fuel 

costs and this was distributed before Christmas each year.  The closing balance in the accounts for the 

year ending 31
st
 January, 2016 was £8,812.79. 

Miss S Harvey reported that during the last year the Dorothy Woodhouse Trust had made educational 

grants to seven young people towards furthering their education.  Of the applications, it was noted that 

four young people were either beginning or continuing degree courses, two young people were 

undertaking vocational courses at the College of West Anglia and a grant had also been awarded to a 

primary school student to assist with the cost of an educational trip to France.  In total a sum of 

£3,144 had been awarded in grants, leaving a closing balance in the accounts for the year ending 31
st
 

January, 2016 of £3,657.99. 

Miss S Harvey advised that South Creake Charities had money available in an education trust which 

was used to award grants to assist students in A’level, College or University education, as well as 

grants to assist younger children with the cost of educational projects or field trips.  It was noted that 

individuals may apply each year of their studies.  In order to be eligible the applicant must be a South 

Creake resident and the money must go towards educational studies. Applicant were asked to apply in 

writing to the Clerk giving details of the course/project/trip that the money would go towards and how 

the grant would be of use.  

It was noted that the Trustees met twice a year – during 2016 meetings would be held on Tuesday 7
th

 

June and Tuesday 8
th

 November.   

 

8. Burnham Market Area Community Car Scheme 

A report was made available and read on behalf of Mr Stafford Snell MBE (Treasurer).  It was noted 

that during the financial year, 3,216 medically related journeys had been made, with 57 during one 

week in November.  Hospital appointments had been made on Saturdays and Residential Care Home 

visits on Sundays, with one journey being made on Christmas Day. 

It was noted that the scheme costed £14,000 per year to run and during the past year the scheme had 

received just over £10,000 in grants. 

The minimum cost for short journeys had been increased to £5.00, this being the first increase in 

eleven years.  It was noted that the 45p per mile charge remained the same. 

It was noted that the Annual General Meeting would be held in Burnham Market & Norton Village 

Hall on Thursday 26
th

 May at 2.00pm. 

 

9. Memorial Hall/Pavilion Report 

Mr P Hart (Secretary) of the South Creake War Memorial Institute Committee reported that the year 

had been a great learning curve and that the Trustees were most grateful for the support and practical 

help that they had received.   

Mr P Hart advised that with the help of a most generous donation from the Parish Council’s Capital 

Development Fund of £10,000 and Lark Energy’s donation to help build the Pavilion of £20,000, 

along with the Memorial Pavilion’s own funds the builders and sub-contractors Retention Account 

had been cleared and the building was now paid for. 

Mr P Hart reported that the Bowling Green/Equipment Building was a separate entity and after 

making a deposit payment of £5,000 the balance was scheduled to be paid over four annual payments 

from the Pavilion funds. 

It was noted that every month there was a fundraising evening, comprising either a ‘Soup & Pudding 

Quiz Night’ or a ‘Bingo Evening’.  It was noted that on Monday evenings there were two Slimming 

World sessions, followed by another session on a Tuesday morning.  There continued to be regular 

bookings from Zumba, Art Classes, Life Drawing Classes, Craft Club, Quilters Club, Football, Bowls, 

Tennis and Parish Council meetings.  Mr P Hart advised that the Pavilion was regularly used for 

children’s parties, birthday parties, engagement and wedding parties and the occasional wake. 

It was noted that the 3
rd

 Fakenham Guides had spent an enjoyable sleep over at the Pavilion and had 

made good use of the Pavilion, Play Area and sports field facilities.  The Events Committee had also 

held a ‘Mad Hatters Tea Party’ using the recreation facilities and Pavilion.  The North Norfolk Music 

Festival had also had a pre-season get together and a well-supported Craft Fayre had also been held. 
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Mr P Hart reported that the most recent highlight had been the ‘Big Brekkie for Christian Aid’, which 

had been run by the Church members at the Pavilion.  This had been attended by 72 breakfasters and 

had raised £684.53 for their funds.  Mr P Hart advised that the Trustees had been delighted to see the 

Pavilion’s facilities being so usefully used.  Therefore, it had been proposed, that a monthly ‘Get 

Together Coffee Morning’ would be held, with the first taking place on Wednesday 25
th

 May from 

10.30 to 12 noon. 

Mr P Hart reported that following the completion of the Pavilion, the Chairman and Project Manager 

for many years, had completed his term of office and wished to hand over the reins.  It was noted that 

the Trustees were most grateful for the dedication he had given to providing a Memorial Pavilion that 

was of first class quality for the use of village people and supporters.  It was noted that a presentation 

would be made to Mr Len Ringwood on a suitable occasion. 

 

10. Parishioners Questions 

There were no questions/comments raised. 

 

With no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.35pm. 

 

 

 

……………………………………………..  

Chairman 

8
th

 May, 2017 

 

 

 
 


