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SOUTH CREAKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Memorial Pavilion on Monday May 8
th

, 2017, at 7pm. 

 

Present: Councillors S Freakley (Chair, Parish Council), T Allen, R Chantree, J England, C Gardner,  

L Goodall, B Walker, the Clerk, Sarah Harvey and six parishioners. 

 

The meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Parish Council, Councillor S Freakley. 

 

1. The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies of absence were received from County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh, 

Councillor B Sexton and Mr S Snell MBE (Treasurer for BMACCS). 

 

3. Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on May 9
th

, 2016, copies of which had been circulated 

were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes for Information Only 

There were no matters raised. 

 

5. Chairman’s Annual Report 

The Chair, Mrs S Freakley, reported that the year 2016/17 had been busy and one of great change, 

with the deaths of Councillors V May and A Harvey being a great loss to the Parish Council.  

Councillor S Freakley reported that they had loved South Creake and had been most conscientious in 

all that they had done.  It was noted that Councillors J England and B Walker had been co-opted on to 

the Council to fill both of the vacancies and had proved to be worthy successors.  Councillor S 

Freakley thanked all of the Councillors for working hard as village representatives and thanked the 

Clerk for her patience, help and support.  Councillor S Freakley went on to thank all of the 

parishioners who had attended meetings over the year and hoped that more would attend, as it 

provided them with an opportunity to express their opinions and/or concerns. 

Finance 
It was noted that the finances had been manged by the RFO, Sarah Harvey and that both the internal 

and external audits had for 2015/16 been successful.  It was noted that expenditure during 2016/17 

had been £17,503.14 and that the income received, including the precept and Council Tax Support 

Grant was £14,979.05.  The bank balance at the end of the financial year 2016/17 was £28,740.33.  It 

was noted that for 2017/18, the precept had been set at £11,756 and would be awarded in April 2017 

along with the Council tax Support Grant of £465. 

Councillor S Freakley advised that the Parish Council endeavoured to continue to spend wisely and 

that street lighting maintenance costs would be reduced once all of the streetlights had been changed 

to LED lanterns in the summer.  It was noted that the Council continued to support local charities and 

donations had been made on behalf of the parish to BMACCS, MAGPAS and EACH. 

Planning – it was noted that the Parish Council had been consulted on a number of planning 

applications and that each one had been responded to with carefully considered opinions. 

Highways – Councillor S Freakley reported that along with monitoring and reporting general 

highway issues such as potholes, considerable effort had been given to the reduction of speed within 

the village.  It was noted that the SAM2 Speed Sign had be purchased with the help of funding from 

the NCC’s Parish Partnership Scheme.  A number of suitable locations had been agreed with 

highways within the village and the sign would be rotated between these on a four weekly basis.  

Thanks were relayed to both Councillors B Sexton and J England who had taken on responsibility for 

the asset.  Councillor S Freakley went on to report that excessive speeds along Burnham Road and 

The Common still caused great concern and that there continued to be ongoing negotiations with 



South Creake Annual Parish Meeting 

Monday 8th May, 2017 

Page 2 of 4 

 

Norfolk County Council with the help of Henry Bellingham MP to lower the limits from 40mph to 

30mph and from 60mph to 50mph. 

Open Spaces and Play Area – Councillor S Freakley stated that the village green, playing field and 

play area were a special and popular feature of the village and the Parish Council annually reviewed 

and engaged the best grounds maintenance provider for grass cutting.  It was noted that there had been 

some hiccups during the year, a number of complaints had been received and these were relayed back 

to the grounds maintenance provider.   

During the spring, it was noted that Councillors S Libovitz, R Chantree, B Walker and J England had 

planted a golden weeping willow that had been purchased with grant money received from 

Morrisions. 

Councillors R Chantree and T Allen continued to keep an eye on the Play Area and it was hoped that 

the range of equipment could be expanded with the assistance of a grant from the Jack’s Lane 

Community Benefit Fund.   

Councillor L Goodall was thanked for representing the Parish Council at the fund panel meetings.  

Mrs H Timson was also thanked for her help in regularly emptying the play area rubbish bin. 

Allotments – Councillor S Freakley reported that a great deal of allotment land was owned by the 

Parish Council and that over the years the number of tenants who had the time and energy to tend the 

large plots had declined. It was noted that the Council were giving careful thought to the best way to 

manage the land and to this end, the Council were in the process of consolidating tenanted allotments 

into one block at Back Street and that a few new tenants had taken over vacant plots within this area.  

Councillors L Goodall and B Sexton were thanked for their input and help, as part of the allotment 

working group, as well as all Councillors who had helped clear an extensive area of allotments at the 

rear of Back Street allotments.   

Councillor S Freakley reported that the Leicester Road site was being monitored and some long 

standing anomalies were showing some signs of resolution.  Councillor S Freakley thanked Geoffrey 

Mendham for his continued support and help with the collection of allotment rents. 

Other Matters – Councillor S Freakley advised that Parish Council meetings were held in the 

Memorial Pavilion which provided an excellent venue for various functions including the successful 

village tea party to celebrate the Queen’s 90
th

 birthday.  It was noted that the celebration had been a 

collaborative venture between the Church, Community Events Group, Parish Council and Pub. 

Councillor J England had been appointed Parish Council representative on the Memorial Pavilion 

Committee and had replaced Councillor R Chantree. 

Councillor S Freakley concluded by stating that the telephone box on Burnham road had been adopted 

by the Parish Council for a sum of £1 and that various ideas were being considered regarding its 

future use. 

 

6. County/Borough Councillor’s Report 

No report was made available by County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh.   

 

7. South Creake Charities 

A report was read on behalf of Mrs S Hart (Clerk, South Creake Charities) who reported that during 

the last year the Isaac Lane Fuel Charity had made a fuel allocation of £75 to 27 parishioners.  It was 

noted that the money from the fuel charity was made available each year to assist needy people within 

South Creake with their fuel costs and this was distributed before Christmas each year.  The closing 

balance in the accounts for the year ending 31
st
 January, 2017 was £7,632.10. 

Mrs S Hart reported that during the last year the Dorothy Woodhouse Trust had made educational 

grants to four young people towards furthering their education.  Of the applications, it was noted that 

one was for a degree course in English Literature and Creative Writing at the UEA, one for a MSc in 

Building Surveying with the University College of Estate Management, one for an Adult Nursing 

degree and one for an NVQ Level 3 in Beauty Therapy at the College of West Anglia.  In total a sum 

of £2,000 had been awarded in grants, leaving a closing balance in the accounts for the year ending 

31
st
 January, 2017 of £6,657.99. 
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Mrs S Hart advised that South Creake Charities had money available in an education trust which was 

used to award grants to assist students in A’level, College or University education, as well as grants to 

assist younger children with the cost of educational projects or field trips.  It was noted that 

individuals may apply each year of their studies.  In order to be eligible the applicant must be a South 

Creake resident and the money must go towards educational studies. Applicants were asked to apply 

in writing to the Clerk giving details of the course/project/trip that the money would go towards and 

how the grant would be of use.  

It was noted that the Trustees met twice a year – during 2017 meetings would be held on Tuesday 13
th

 

June and Tuesday 8
th

 November.   

 

8. Burnham Market Area Community Car Scheme 

A report was made available and read on behalf of Mr Stafford Snell MBE (Treasurer).  It was noted 

that since the formation of the scheme in 2002, when the scheme was formed to transport patients to 

Burnham Market Surgery to save doctors from making home visits, the scheme was now responsible 

for villages east of Wells-next-Sea along the coast to Old Hunstanton and inland villages up to 

Fakenham.   

It was noted that during the financial year, 3,582 medically related journeys had been made.  It was 

noted that the scheme took patients to local surgeries in Burnham Market, Wells-next-the-Sea, 

Docking, Dersingham, Hunstanton, clinics in Holt, Fakenham and Gayton.  Patients were also 

frequently taken to the Norfolk and Norwich, Addenbrookes, Papworth, Cromer, Queen Elizabeth, 

Sandringham Hospital and also Kelling, Wisbech and Wells Community hospitals.  Visits were also 

made to opticians, physiotherapists, dentists, podiatrists, day centres and care homes.  It was noted 

that while medical appointments were the major aim sometimes passengers were taken shopping, 

hospital and nursing home visiting.   

It was noted that passengers continued to be charged 45p per mile from their home and back, with a 

minimum charge of £5.00.   The scheme paid for additional miles the driver travelled from their home 

to the passengers and back, a figure set down by the Chancellor for all volunteer drivers.  Due to the 

rural location, the driver miles, in the last financial year, cost the scheme £3,816.00.  It was noted that 

during the financial year drivers had travelled 58,863 miles, an increase of 5,471 miles from the 

previous year.  The number of volunteer hours had risen 334 hours to 3818 hours.  To maintain the 

scheme, it was noted that £15,000 was required per year, as well as the need for more drivers. 

It was noted that the committee consisted of Jane Moysey, who organised ‘Friends of BMACCS’ and 

looked after the driver summary sheets, Stafford Snell who maintained the finances and John 

Crombie, Chairman and volunteer driver.  All of the volunteer drivers were thanked for the large 

amounts of time sacrificed to take patients to appointments and who continued to keep the scheme 

working. 

 

9. Memorial Hall/Pavilion Report 

Mr P Hart (Secretary) of the South Creake War Memorial Institute Committee reported that the year 

had been a contrast of extreme highs and very sad losses. 

Mr P Hart reported that the Memorial Pavilion was a very well used facility in the village, which 

enabled regular meetings of artistic groups, bowls, tennis, football, cycling, quilting group, Zumba, 

slimming group, yoga, Nordic walking, over 50’s fitness, life drawing and organisation meetings.   

It was noted that monthly coffee mornings had become increasingly popular, raising funds for a 

defibrillator to be placed on the Pavilion for public use. 

Mr P Hart advised that the Pavilion was regularly used for children’s birthday parties, wedding 

celebrations and other family events.  There had been a well-supported Craft Fayre, including Father 

Christmas and a public switching on of the village Christmas lights.  Mr P Hart relayed his thanks to 

the organisations and individuals who had made the inspiring seasonal gesture possible. 

Mr P Hart reported that funding for the Pavilion came from hiring’s and fund raising by the popular 

‘Soup and Pudding Quiz Nights’ and ‘Bingo Evenings’, that covered overheads and left a small 

surplus in order to build up reserves.  It was noted that the financial situation as at April 2017 

included £7,516.66 in the Community Account and £1,932.63 in the Premium Account. 
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Mr P Hart reported that two enjoyable and successful ‘Big Breakfasts’, had been held and had raised 

£684 in 2016 and £777.70 in 2017 for Christian Aid.  Mr P Hart advised that the Trustees had been 

delighted to host the excellent and well supported village event. 

Mr P Hart concluded by reporting that during the year, there had been the loss of two long serving 

trustees, Vickie May and Ann Harvey.  It was noted that both had been involved since the Institute 

days and had tirelessly worked raising funding for the Pavilion and ensuring that the village had a 

building of which they could be proud.  They both would be most difficult to replace. 

 

10. Parishioners Questions 

There were no questions/comments raised. 

 

With no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.25pm. 

 

 

 

……………………………………………..  

Chairman 

14
th

 May, 2018 

 

 

 


