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SOUTH CREAKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Memorial Pavilion on Monday May 14
th

, 2018, at 7pm. 

 

Present: Councillors S Freakley (Chair, Parish Council), T Allen, R Chantree, J England, C Gardner,  

L Goodall, B Walker, B Sexton, the Clerk, Sarah Harvey, Mr S Snell MBE (Treasurer, BMACCS)  and four 

parishioners. 

 

The meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Parish Council, Councillor S Freakley. 

 

1. The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies of absence were received from County/Borough Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh. 

 

3. Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on May 8
th

, 2017, copies of which had been circulated 

were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes for Information Only 

There were no matters raised. 

 

5. Chairman’s Annual Report 

The Chair, Councillor S Freakley, reported that the year 2017/18 had been positive and that the Council 

were grateful to the Clerk, Miss S Harvey, who had been the all-important ‘key’ to successful 

management.  It was noted that the Clerk had advised over a range of matters and had encouraged with 

understanding and patience.  The elected Council had continued to fulfil their duty to act as 

representatives for parishioners and manage village assets to the best of their abilities.  It was noted that 

Councillor S Libovitz had resigned, but was thanked for his useful contributions over a number of years. 

Councillor S Freakley noted that a number of villagers had also given steady support and attendance at 

meetings, with their input being insightful and helpful.  Councillor S Freakley also thanked and 

recognised other parishioners who had given their time to make the village a thriving and pleasant 

community. 

Finance - Councillor S Freakley advised that the Parish Council endeavoured to continue to spend all 

monies wisely.  It was noted that the bill for electricity was reduced with the conclusion of the streetlight 

replacement programme and a better maintenance contract had been secured for the next three years.  It 

was noted that the Council continued to consider requests for charitable donations and gave £100 to 

BMACCS.  It was noted that the income for 2017/18 had been £21,632.75, this included the precept 

(£12,453) and the Council Tax Support Grant (£339) and expenditure was £18,488.81.  The bank balance 

at the end of the financial year 2017/18 was £31,884.27.  The internal audit for 2017/18 was successful 

and it was noted that for 2018/19, the precept had been set at £12,815 and would be awarded in April 

2018 along with the Council Tax Support Grant of £214. 

Planning – it was noted that the Parish Council had been consulted on a number of planning applications 

and that each one had been responded to with carefully considered opinions. 

Highways – Councillor S Freakley reported that whilst concerns continued over speeding vehicles 

within the 30mph limit, anecdotal evidence e suggested that the installation of a speed camera had 

encouraged drivers to slow down.  The success of the venture depended upon the sign being moved 

around the villager on a four weekly basis.  Thanks were relayed to both Councillors B Sexton and J 

England who had taken on responsibility for the asset.  It was noted that given the positive effect of the 

camera it had been decided to submit another bid to the Parish Partnership Scheme for a second sign and 

in March 2018 funding for half the cost had been awarded along with an additional £1,000 from the 

Local Member Fund.  Councillor S Freakley advised that the Parish Council had not been successful in 

its efforts to convince Norfolk County Council that the speed limit of 60mph along The Common should 
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be reduced.  The explanation that had been given was that areas with higher ‘personal injury accident 

records’ would be prioritised.  In effect the level of ‘personal injuries’ had to be higher before action was 

taken.  Councillor S Freakley noted that the Council had agreed that this was unsatisfactory and the 

situation would be monitored. 

Open Spaces and Play Area – Councillor S Freakley stated that the village green, playing field and play 

area were important and well used village assets.  It was noted that a tree inspection was carried out to 

the trees on the Green, to ensure they could thrive whilst being safe.  To this end the height of the Alder 

adjacent to the bus shelter had been reduced. 

It was noted that Councillors T Allen and R Chantree continued to monitor the play area and that a 

decision had been made by the Council to increase provision for toddlers.  It was noted that funding 

applications to the Jack’s Lane and Chiplow Community Benefit Funds had been made to contribute 

towards the overall of the £11,000 project.  Councillor S Freakley expressed her thanks to Councillor L 

Goodall for representing the Parish Council on the Fund Panel for the Jack’s Lane Community Benefit 

Fund.  Mrs H Timson was also thanked for her help in regularly emptying the play area rubbish bin. 

Councillor S Freakley advised that there had been problems relating to grass cutting over the season and 

negotiations with the contractor had resulted in a rebate.  It was noted that a new contract for the coming 

year should ensure that the cuts are carried out on a consistent basis. 

It was noted that that Parish Council were keen to keep ‘fringe’ areas, which offered habitat for wildlife, 

an attractive feature and several working parties had been organised, consisting of Councillors.  Hedging 

had been planted around the playing field to fill gaps and provide a better ‘corridor’ for birds, and debris 

had been cleared along the allotment side of the River Burn, Burnham Road. 

War Memorial - Councillor S Freakley explained that the Parish Council had a duty of care for the War 

Memorial and in order to safeguard its long term future an application had been made to have it added to 

the National Heritage List for England.  It was noted that if the bid was successful the structure’s 

essential character would be maintained and listed building consent required for any changes to the 

structure. 

Telephone Box – it was noted that the Parish Council were yet to decide how the Telephone Box should 

be used and would appreciate further thoughts from villagers. 

Allotments – Councillor S Freakley reported that the aim of the Parish Council was to manage the 

allotments with due regard to the tenancy conditions and to resolve long standing anomalies.  It was 

noted that the ‘paddock’ area at the rear of the Back Street allotments had been cleared of rubbish and it 

was hoped that by the autumn, it would be fenced and ready to be grassed.  Thanks were expressed to 

Councillor B Sexton who had organised several cuts of the grass and weeds. 

Councillor S Freakley advised that several allotments were particularly well tended and the Parish 

Council had decided to award a prize to the best one during the summer. 

Councillor S Freakley concluded by thanking all the Councillors and the Clerk for their support and good 

natured approaches, for their invaluable help given both at Council meetings and during the weeks in 

between. 

 

6. County/Borough Councillor’s Report 

It was noted that reports from both the County Council and Borough Council had been made available to 

the meeting, but given the amount of content contained in each report it was agreed these would be 

posted separately under ‘Parish Council News’ on the village website. 

 

7. South Creake Charities 

A report was read on behalf of Mrs S Hart (Clerk, South Creake Charities) who reported that during the 

last year the Isaac Lane Fuel Charity had made a fuel allocation of £75 to 27 parishioners.  It was noted 

that the money from the fuel charity was made available each year to assist needy people within South 

Creake with their fuel costs and this was distributed before Christmas each year.  The closing balance in 

the accounts for the year ending 31
st
 January, 2018 was £8,063. 

Mrs S Hart reported that during the last year the Dorothy Woodhouse Trust had made educational grants 

to four young people towards furthering their education.  Of the applications, it was noted that one was 

to help with books and travelling for the second year of an ‘A’ level course at College, one was to help 
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towards the second year of a MSc in Building Surveying with the University of Estate Management at 

Reading, one was towards an educational/field trip with the school and one was for travelling to 

complete a computer science GCSE course.  In total a sum of £1,900 had been awarded in grants, leaving 

a closing balance in the accounts for the year ending 31
st
 January, 2018 of £4,758. 

Mrs S Hart advised that South Creake Charities had money available in an education trust which was 

used to award grants to assist students in A’level, College or University education, as well as grants to 

assist younger children with the cost of educational projects or field trips.  It was noted that individuals 

may apply each year of their studies.  In order to be eligible the applicant must be a South Creake 

resident and the money must go towards educational studies.  An educational grant application form was 

available from the Clerk for those wishing to apply for a grant and would be submitted to the Trustees 

for consideration. 

It was noted that the Trustees met twice a year – during 2018 meetings would be held on Monday 18
th

 

June and Monday 12
th

 November.   

 

8. Burnham Market Area Community Car Scheme 

Mr S Snell (Tresurer, BMACCS) read a report on behalf of the Community Car Scheme. 

It was noted that during the financial year, 3,940 medically related journeys had been made.  This was an 

increase of 10% on the previous year.  It was noted that the Scheme took patients to local surgeries, 

hospitals, opticians, dentists, podiatrists.  Visits were also made to physiotherapists, dentists, day centres 

and care homes.  It was noted that while medical appointments were the major aim sometimes 

passengers were taken shopping, hospital and nursing home visiting.  Prescriptions were also collected 

and delivery organised to those unable to collect their items. 

Mr S Snell advised that the drivers had experienced some very complicated appointments during the last 

financial year, including waiting in A & E in Norfolk and Norwich until 11pm.  The scheme continued to 

look after an elderly couple in Colkirk, who were in trouble and grateful of the scheme’s help.  A driver 

collected a regular passenger at 9.30pm on a Sunday evening from the QE Hospital, King’s Lynn.  A six 

month old baby boy was collected from hospital on a Friday evening and returned on the Sunday 

evening.  A regular trip was also being made to take a passenger to a clinic in Boston. 

Mr S Snell explained that paperwork was being progressed in order for the scheme to become a 

registered charity.  It was noted that BMACCS would become a ‘Charitable Incorporated Organisation’ 

giving the Trustees limited liability.  The committee had agreed unanimously in favour of adopting a 

new constitution to be used for the registration of BMACCS. 

It was noted that Mr S Snell would be retiring as Treasurer and the committee had noted their thanks for 

all of his valuable input and the hours he had given to BMACCS over the years.  It was noted that 

Christopher Pratt had agreed to become the new Treasurer.  It was noted that there were two further new 

committee members, Tanya Goodliffe, Surgery Manager and Sharon Wagg, Reception Manager, both 

from Burnham Market Surgery.  Also Liz Chaney and Alan Wright who were to help with the co-

ordination of the scheme. 

Mr S Snell reported that passengers continued to be charged 45p per mile from their home and back, 

with a minimum charge of £5.00.  It was noted that the scheme paid for the additional miles the driver 

travelled from their home to the passenger’s home and back – a figure set down by the Chancellor for all 

volunteer drivers. 

Mr S Snell concluded by saying that the scheme would be moving their office to Town Farm, Brancaster 

and new contact details had been provided to all relevant village contacts. 

 

9. Memorial Hall/Pavilion Report 

Mr P Hart (Secretary) of the South Creake War Memorial Institute Committee reported that the Pavilion 

was well used by organisations ranging from two well attended weekly Slimming World groups, two 

Zumba groups, Martial Arts for younger people, two Art groups, Quilters group and Textile ladies.  

Regular hirers included Guide/Brownie events, Church and Parish Council. 

It was noted that sports facilities were also provided for the Football, Bowls and Tennis Clubs.  The 

Pavilion was also hired by cyclists using it as a refreshment/staging post. 
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Mr P Hart explained that well supported fund raising events provided important monies with Bingo, 

Soup and Pudding Quiz nights and a Christmas Craft Fayre which had also become enjoyable social 

occasions. 

It was noted that the Pavilion was hired on a monthly basis for Coffee Mornings, run with the help and 

support of three village ladies.  This monthly event had initially raised £1,640 to pay for a village 

defibrillator.  Since October 2017 they had decided to donate raffle proceeds to local good causes and 

charities.  In October 2017, £85 was raised for MacMillan nurses, in November £81 had been given to 

Heritage House and in December £61 had been donated to BMACCS.  Monies raised in January 2018 

had been given to Cranmer House (£70), in February; £90 had been given to South Creake Church, in 

March, £102 was raised for Action for M.E. and in April, £103 was given to Catch and Treat Strays 

(Cats). 

Mr P Hart reported that the church had organised a ‘Big Breakfast’ event in April for Christian Aid and 

had raised in excess of £900 for the deserving charity. 

Mr P Hart concluded by saying that the Pavilion Trustees were most grateful for the support they had 

received from organisations and individuals hiring the facilities for meetings and private functions. 

 

10. Parishioners Questions 

There were no questions/comments raised. 

 

With no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.25pm. 

 

 

 

……………………………………………..  

Chairman 

13
th

 May, 2019 

 


